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Setting the Stage. ..

As parents, family members or caregivers for a
youth who is deaf-blind, you want the
transition process from school to the adult
world to be smooth and successful. In Indiana,
the formal transition process for young adults
with disabilities begins at age 14. The IEP
becomes a Transition IEP and all of the goals,
objectives, and benchmarks developed for your
youth are aimed at transition from school to
work, further education and community living.

While transition for all young adults is complex
and challenging, transition for individuals who
are deaf-blind carries additional challenges. For
example, understanding changes in routines
and even people and places can be difficult.
Communication with unfamiliar people can be
frustrating. Even being faced with making new
decisions may be frightening to your youth. All
of these things need to be considered
throughout the “transition” process.

For the transition process to be successful, the
work of a dedicated and enthusiastic transition
team is required. And you are a key member

of that team. You know more than anyone

else about the young adult you are raising and
his/her needs and wants. In fact, being a team
leader for your youth and helping him/her be an
active participant in the process may be
required.

The Indiana Deaf-Blind Services Project wants
to help you with the transition process. We are
pleased to introduce a new series of “Transition
Briefs” specifically for parents, family members
and caregivers of young adults who are deaf-
blind. Each “Brief” will be focused on a
transition topic and will include basic
information about the topic as well as useful
resources for you.

The Project will be mailing each month’s
“Transition Brief,” as well as disseminating
them on their website, through social media and
on various listservs. Contact Lisa Poff at
Lisa.Poff(@indstate.edu or by calling 1-812-237-
7679 with questions and/or suggestions for
“Transition Brief” topics.

For More Information on Transition or
Other Topics Related to Deaf-Blindness

Follow us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/INDBServices
or visit our website at www.indstate.edu/blumberg/db/deafablind.htm.
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Upcoming Transition Brief Topics

* Listening to Parent Voices (What Works; What Doesn’t?)

* Learning about “Entitlement versus Eligibility” (What does it mean when your young
adult transitions from an educational system that is required by law to a new system which
requires your youth to meet eligibility requirements in order to receive services?)

* Finding out about Assessment Tools

* Using Person-Centered Planning as an Effective Assessment Tool

* Understanding the Importance of Self-Determination

* Establishing an Effective Team for the Transition Process

* Understanding the Transfer of Rights at Age 18

* Contributing to the Development of Effective Transition IEP Goals

* Preparing for Post-Secondary Education

* Negotiating the Health Care System

*  And More to Come. . . .






