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Indiana High School Diploma Options
Consider this: Your young adult is in 8th grade
ready to begin high school next fall. Is it too
early to start thinking about high school
diplomas? NOT AT ALL! In fact, deciding
what kind of diploma he/she will be working
toward should start in elementary school. The
earlier the better to begin thinking about and
focusing on your child’s interests, strengths,
preferences, goals and the needed supports.
During the 8th grade year, the IEP team,
including you and your son/daughter, as well as
other staff as needed, will be looking at the five
different Indiana diploma options. It’s important
to look at each diploma option and the
requirements for each option. Remember that
when a student moves from middle to high
school, grades are still important, but the focus is
centered more on earning credits, rather than
just “passing” from one grade to the next.
With your IEP team, review each of the
following five options:
1. Core 40 with Academic Honors (minimum
of 47 credits). Students earn the basic
Core 40 diploma (40 credits) with
additional credits in Math (2 credits),
world language (6-8 credits) and fine arts
(2 credits).

2. Core 40 with Technical Honors
(minimum of 47 credits). Students earn the
basic Core 40 diploma (40 credits) with an
additional 7 credits in college and career
preparation courses. These additional courses
might include applied mathematics, industrybased credentials and some dual credits from
the high school/technical school.
3. Core 40 (40 credits). The Core 40 diploma
meets Indiana’s minimum graduation
requirements for students. If it does not seem
like a student will be able to meet the Core 40
requirements, there is a process that can be
used to get either a General Diploma or a
Certificate of Completion.
4. General Diploma (40 credits). While there are
fewer academic requirements than a Core 40
Diploma, students must pass End of Course
Assessments (ECA) in Algebra I and English
10 or meet the requirements for an ECA.
5. Certificate of Completion. Rather than a
diploma course of study, the Certificate shows
that the student has had opportunities
throughout high school in functional academic
areas (e.g., work experiences, life skills,
community living).
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Please note that individual school districts may have additional requirements for earning diplomas. One
example is that many districts now require that students participate in a number of community
engagement activities (e.g., tutoring students, volunteering at an after school program, volunteering with a
community program). Please see the Resource Section for the reference, which provides more detailed
information about the five diploma options.
While the above information may seem a bit overwhelming, it’s really important for you, as a
parent/guardian/caregiver to be actively involved in discussing diploma options and making informed
decisions about and with your young adult. At this point, a WORD OF CAUTION is needed. Please,
aim high in considering the diploma options! If at all possible, the young student should be encouraged to
start 9th grade on a Core 40 Diploma track. Doing this, will help determine the course of study for the 9th
grade year along with any needed accommodations. If your young adult struggles and will be unable to
meet the requirements for a Core 40 Diploma, he or she can always choose to change the diploma to a
General Diploma or Certificate of Completion. But, if you don’t aim high, it’s much more difficult to go
back and meet the requirements for the Core 40 Diploma.
Next Steps:
1. Make sure you work with the IEP team in carefully discussing the Diploma options for your
young adult. It is really important in terms of his/her future.
2. Revisit the need to do some person-centered planning on behalf of your youth. Although a time
commitment is needed, many families that have been involved with the Indiana Deaf-Blind
Services Project have talked about how valuable the planning process has been in looking at the
future for their daughter/son. Contact Lisa.Poff@indstate.edu for more information about this
valuable process.
3. Contact your IN*Source representative to talk about diploma options and how they can help
support with the many transition decisions you and your youth will be considering.

Who Can Help?
The Indiana Deaf-Blind Services Project (www.INDBServices.org) provides technical assistance and
training for educators and children and youth who have a combined vision and hearing loss, as well as their
families. One of the services offered is to help educational teams, including families, in developing a
Person-Centered Plan for youth that are deaf-blind. Person-Centered Planning is an effective assessment
tool that focuses on the youth and listening to his/her voice. It can be a good process for considering some
of the possible diploma options. Contact Lisa.Poff@indstate.edu for information and help in creating a plan
for your young adult.
Indiana’s Diploma Requirements http://www.doe.in.gov/ccr/indianas-diploma-requirements
Indiana Diploma Decisions, Information for Hoosier families and their students with disabilities, August
2015.Complied by the Southeast Cadre of Transition Leaders of Indiana. Go to www.iidc.indiana.edu/cclc
and click on Tuesday’s Tips. A menu of items will appear and go to the Diploma Decisions for the
document.
Tips for Teens: Use Your IEP Meetings to Learn How to Advocate for Yourself
http://www.pacer.org/parent/php/php-c149.pdf
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