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FAMILY TRAINING FUND 

Family training fund stipends are offered to parents and 
family members of children with deafblindness that have 
current certification status on the Indiana Deafblind 
Registry. Family training fund stipends are to be used to 
reimburse families for expenses incurred while attending 
training on deafblindness or a closely related topic which 
supports the direction of the Indiana Deafblind Services 
Project. 

Stipends must be requested in advance and may cover the 
costs of conference registration fees, mileage, airfare, hotel 
and child care. They are currently limited to $500 per 
family, based on available funding. 

More details about the program along with the application 
form can be found online at 

http://www.indstate.edu/blumberg/db/families.htm 

If you don’t have access to the internet, you can request 
more information from the project at 1-800-622-3035. 

While the U.S. Census is conducted every ten years, the 
Indiana Deafblind Services Project completes an annual 
census or registry of all learners, ages birth through 21 
years who have a combined vision and hearing loss. In 
years past, our project was able to coordinate the annual 
count with the Indiana Department of Education, Office 
of Differentiated Learners December 1 Count. This year 
the project was asked to conduct a separate deafblind 
count. Please be on the lookout for the materials 
describing the count procedures from the Indiana 
Deafblind Services Project. 

Why is it so important to 
identify learners who have a 
combined vision and hearing 
loss? Vision and Hearing are 
our primary senses for 
gathering information about 
our world, understanding 
and expressing 
communication, becoming 
literate, establishing 

relationships with others and participating in daily 
activities with friends, families, and people in the 
community. When we know that a learner has impaired 
vision and hearing, the project can help develop specific 
interventions and learning opportunities that are designed 
to meet the individual needs of each learner. 

Thank you for your attention to this most important 
effort. Currently, Indiana has 220 students identified on 
the Indiana Deafblind Registry. According to national 
incidence figures, we should have between 250-350 
learners with a combined vision and hearing loss. Please 
help us make sure that we are counting every child. 

COUNTING STUDENTS 
IMPROVES SERVICES 
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FREE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

The staff and consultants with the Indiana 
Deafblind Services Project work with 
learners, ages birth through 21, who have 
a combined vision and hearing loss, along 
with families and educators. Available to 
those learners who are identified on the 
Registry, along with their families and 
service providers are such services as 
child-focused consultations, inservice 
training activities, family training funds, 
and online loan library materials as well as 
access to online training modules. Please 
call our toll-free number (800-622-3035) or 
email DB@indstate.edu, or contact 
Karen.Goehl@indstate.edu or 
Lisa.Poff@indstate.edu for additional 
information about our free services. 

ACCESSIBLE SCIENCE WEBCAST 
AND PILOT WEBSITE 

Perkins Training and Educational Resources 
Program is proud to present our latest on-demand 
educational webcast on Accessible Science. This 
webcast is part of a series and goes along with a pilot 
website focused exclusively on making science 
accessible to students who are visually impaired. 
Visit the website here: http://www.perkins.org/ 
whatsnew/accessible-science.html. 



NEW PUBLICATIONS WE ARE GOING GREEN... 
You can help by choosing to receive this 
newsletter by email. 

The production, printing, and eventual disposal of 
this newletter emits carbon into the atmosphere. If 
most of our mailing list decided to receive our 
newsletter electronically, instead of the print version, 
we would significantly reduce our carbon footprint. 

To sign up to receive the Deafblind Focus 
electronically, please fill out the form below and 
return it to us. If  you prefer, you can email the 
information. 

For those of you who would like to continue to 
receive the Deafblind Focus but you do not have 
access to email, please fill out the form below and 
select the U.S. Mail option. We will be happy to 
continue to mail you a copy. 

Thank you for helping us to go green! 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

State: Zip: 

Phone Number: 

Email Address: 

Title: 

Please select how you would prefer to receive future 
issues of the Deafblind Focus Newsletter: 

 Email   U.S. Mail 

Return to: 
Indiana Deafblind Services Project 
Blumberg Center 
Bayh College of Education 009W 
401 North 7th Street 
Indiana State University 
Terre Haute, IN 47809 

Phone: (800) 622-3035 
Fax: (812) 237-8089 
Email: DB@indstate.edu 

FAMILY LEADERSHIP TRAINING 
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The Indiana Parent Road Map: Your Guide to 
Raising a Child with Combined Hearing and Vision 
Losses includes stories and pictures both from and 
about families. Helpful information about 
understanding deafblindness, common areas of 
concern, and helpful Indiana resources are included 
in this colorful and informative publication. Copies 
are available, free of charge, by sending an email to 
DB@indstate.edu, requesting a copy along with your 
name and address. Thanks to the Minnesota 
Deafblind Project for giving permission to the 
Indiana Deafblind Services Project to adapt the 
content of the original Parent Road Map booklet to 
meet the needs of families in Indiana. 

Interveners in the Classroom: Guidelines for Teams 
Working with Students Who are Deafblind is a 
booklet designed as a checklist to assist interveners, 

teachers, administrators, and parents 
in understanding the roles and 
responsibilities of interveners in 
educational settings. The booklet 
defines the term “intervener”, 
describes the roles and responsibilities 
of the intervener, teacher, and 

administrator, and serves as a tool to promote good 
communication and collaboration among teams that 
include an intervener. The booklet was developed by 
several members of the National Intervener Task 
Force, including Karen Goehl. Copies are available, 
free of charge, by sending an email to 
DB@indstate.edu, requesting a copy along with your 
name and address. 

Be sure to check out the Indiana Deafblind Services 
Project’s website at 

www.indstate.edu/blumberg/db/deafblind.htm 

or follow us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/pages/Indiana-Deafblind- 
Services-Project/93127594557 

. 

 VISIT US ONLINE 

Are you interested in learning more about 
deafblindness? Do you feel that it is time for you to 
identify some leadership opportunities for yourself? 
Would it be helpful to have the support of other 

families working on the 
same types of goals? If 
you answered yes to any 
of these questions, you 
should consider 
participating in the 
Indiana Deafblind 
Services Project’s Family 
Leadership Training 
Program. 

The Family Leadership Training Program is a 
collaborative activity sponsored by the National 
Consortium on Deaf-Blindness and the Indiana 
Deafblind Services Project. Family members who 
participate will: 

• Broaden their understanding of deafblind 
issues beyond what they already know about 
their own child. 

• Understand the various leadership 
opportunities within the deafblind community 
and other systems. 

• Discover their personal passions and talents 
and match them to leadership opportunities. 

• Refine the art of storytelling as a powerful 
family leadership tool to “encourage the 
hearts” of decision makers and affect change. 

• Learn how to team with other leaders to 
accomplish mutual goals. 

• Know and understand the systems and 
resources within the state of Indiana. 

The Indiana Deafblind Services Project will provide 
all of the training materials. Travel reimbursements, 
overnight lodging and some meals also will be 
provided by the Project. Family Training funds will be 

available, if needed, for child care while the family 
member attends on-site trainings. The training will 
take place on three weekends during the next six to 
eight months. 

For more information about the Family Leadership 
Training, please contact Lisa Poff, program 
coordinator either by phone (800-622-3035) or by 
email (lisa.poff@indstate.edu). 

PROJECT SPARKLE 
ARRIVES IN INDIANA 

SPARKLE 
(Supporting Parent 
Access to Resources, 
Knowledge, Linkages 
and Education) is a 
learning program for 
parents who have 
children with a 
combined vision and 
hearing loss. The 
Project was developed 

at Utah State University and has been used by 
numerous states across the country. 

The SPARKLE training program is provided to 
parents using DVD technology, supported by a 
Parent Guidebook and the SPARKLE website. 
Parents can access the materials in the comfort of 
their own home, at their convenience and on their 
schedule. There are six Learning Units to be covered 
on the topics of Deafblindness, Vision, Hearing, 
Touch, Concept Development and Intervention. 

Lisa Poff, program coordinator, can be contacted at: 
(lisa.poff@indstate.edu). She will be available to 
guide the Indiana SPARKLE families through the 
six Learning Units. In addition to the materials, 
parents may, if they wish, connect with other 
families, read family stories in the “Family Room”, 
watch and listen to more experts in the “Video 
Library” and create an online, password protected, 
profile of their child. 
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PRACTICE PERSPECTIVES: 
TEACHING PRELINGUISTIC 

COMMUNICATION 
Published by the National Consortium on Deaf- 
Blindness, Practice Perspectives: Teaching 
Prelinguistic Communication describes the findings 
of a study on the use of prelinguistic milieu teaching 
(PMT) for children who are deaf-blind. The 
publication focuses on how important it is for us to 
remember the importance of early communication 
skills like the use of gestures, vocalizations, facial 
expressions, and body language. 

We often jump too quickly to using more symbolic 
communication like objects, pictures, words, or sign 
language. In using PMT, an instructor works one-on- 
one with a child, using a variety of strategies to teach 
and encourage children to use gestures and 
vocalizations to communicate intentionally. 

The research study is described and helpful ideas and 
strategies are offered. The original study was 
conducted in Kansas and replication of the study 
occurred in Indiana. The Indiana Deafblind Services 
Project assisted with the replication in Indiana. The 
Practice Perspectives publication is available on the 
web: www.nationaldb.org/ 
NCDBProducts.php?prodID=111. For print copies, 
contact NCDB at 800-438-9376 (Voice) or 
info@nationaldb.org. 

CHILDREN WHO ARE 
DEAF-BLIND WITH 

COCHLEAR IMPLANTS 
RESEARCH STUDY 

Parents of children who have combined hearing and 
vision loss know how difficult it is to make the 
decision whether to get a cochlear implant for their 
child. Common questions parents ask include: 

• How do we know the implant will work? 

• What results should we expect? 

• Will it destroy any hearing my child has left? 

• What therapies or interventions are available 
after implantation? 

• My child has additional disabilities. Will my 
child benefit from a cochlear implant too? 

The Children who are 
Deaf-Blind with Cochlear 
Implants Project is 
conducting research with 
children eight years and 
younger throughout the 
United States to determine 
the benefits and challenges 
of cochlear implants. 

Currently, the Project is 
seeking pre-implant 
children only. Families can 

participate in the Assessment phase or the 
Assessment and Intervention phase of the study. 
Each family will receive $100 each time their child 
is assessed in appreciation for their participation. 
Parents who participate in assessment and 
intervention will receive additional payments. 

Families who are interested in participating in the 
study can contact the Indiana Deafblind Services 
Project by email at DB@indstate.edu or go to the 
Cochlear Implants Research Study website at http:// 
kidsdbci.org/index.html for more information. 

RESEARCH PARTICIPATION 
OPPORTUNITY FOR ADOLESCENTS 

AND ADULTS WITH CHARGE 
SYNDROME: QUALITY OF LIFE 

AND ONGOING MEDICAL ISSUES 

If you are 13 years or older and have CHARGE 
syndrome, you and/or your parent or guardian are 
invited to participate in a research study. Little is 
known about the problems people have as they are 
growing up with CHARGE syndrome. 

To learn more, this study is asking adolescents and 
adults with CHARGE syndrome to complete a 
questionnaire. The questionnaire includes questions 
about the past and 
present life 
experiences of 
people who have 
CHARGE syndrome 
and takes 
approximately 30 to 
45 minutes to fill 
out. Some of the 
questions are about 
things that are good 
in life and some are 
about things that are 
not so good. This is 
described as “quality of life.” 

This research study is being conducted by a medical 
doctor, Dr. Kim Blake, and a psychologist, Dr. Nancy 
Salem-Hartshorne, who has an adolescent son with 
CHARGE syndrome. If you volunteer to participate, a 
packet will be sent to you with consent forms and the 
questionnaire. Please contact the researchers via email 
or telephone if you would like to be part of this 
important research. 

Nancy Hartshorne: 
harts1ns@cmich.edu 
 (989) 774-6469 (Eastern Time Zone) 

Dr. Kim Blake: 
kblake@dal.ca 
(902) 470-6499 (Atlantic Standard Time) 

DESCRIBED AND CAPTIONED MEDIA 
PROGRAM (continued from Page 3) 

DESCRIBED AND CAPTIONED MEDIA 
PROGRAM 

Described and Captioned Media Program (DCMP) by 
Kelly Gorski Communications Editor, DCMP. Re- 
printed with permission from Deaf-Blind Perspectives 
(Volume 17, Issue 1, Fall 2009) 

The Described and Captioned Media Program (DCMP) 
is funded by the U.S. Department of Education to 
provide media services and advocacy to support and 

improve the academic achievement of K-12 students 
who are blind, visually impaired, deaf, hard of hearing, 
or deaf-blind. 

The DCMP’s primary and most popular service is our 
library of free-loan captioned and described educational 
videos, which can be accessed at www.dcmp.org. 
Parents, teachers, and other adults working with at least 
one qualifying student (as described above) can register 
to borrow thousands of quality educational titles from a 
wide range of subject areas, with postage-free delivery 
in DVD format or via instant streaming from the 
DCMP website. You may view these videos at home or 
in class. 

All registration, browsing, ordering, and other account- 
related activities are handled online. There is no need 
to wait for a catalog in the mail, to pick up a telephone, 
or to leave your home or classroom in order to enjoy 
this unique service. If you would like suggestions about 
videos in our collection, go to www.dcmp.org/ 
recommend. We are constantly adding new titles and 
looking for ideas from our clients and the public. 

For the public, the DCMP provides a “level one” 
registration that does not have eligibility requirements. 
This is useful for individuals who are interested only in 
customizing their DCMP website experience, receiving 
a semimonthly e-mail newsletter, or being kept up to 
date with news about the program. 

Though our media loan service is only available to 
qualified registrants, our clearinghouse of 
informational articles and resources related to 
accessible educational media and our gateway to 
resources available from partners and collaborators in 
the fields of education and accessibility are available to 
everyone. 

Give your students equal access with DCMP accessible 
educational media. Browse our articles, use our 
gateway, and register today! 

continued on Page 6 
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INDIANA DEAFBLIND SERVICES 
PROJECT REFERRAL PROCESS 

REGISTRY REFERRAL FORM 

Child’s Name: 

Age of Child: 

Vision (if known): 

Hearing (if known): 

Is there anything else you would like for us to know 
about this child? 

Family Contact Information: 

Parent’s Name: 

Address: 

City: 

State: Zip: 

Phone Number: 

Email 

Person Submitting Referral: 

Name: 

School/Agency: 

Address: 

City: 

State: Zip: 

Phone Number: 

Email: 

Who is eligible for services? 

In order for a child and his or her family to qualify 
for our services, the child must be between the ages 
of birth through 21 years, have a combined vision 
and hearing loss, and be reported to our Indiana 
Deafblind Registry. Students with hearing and 
visual impairments occurring together in any 
combination are considered to have deafblindness. 

Who can make a referral? 

Any parent, family member, service provider, or 
educator may refer a child who is having both a 
vision and hearing impairment to the Project. After 
the referral is received, project personnel will verify 
that the child qualifies as deafblind and, if 
appropriate, add them to the Indiana Registry. The 
child’s family, teachers, and related support 
personnel are then eligible for technical assistance. 
Registry information is completely confidential and 
disclosure of the information requested complies 
with FERPA Regulation 99.31(ca)(6). 

How can I make a referral? 

Fill out the attached form and return it to the 
address below or you can contact the Project by 
email or phone. 

Indiana Deafblind Services Project 
Blumberg Center 
Bayh College of Education 009W 
401 North 7th Street 
Indiana State University 
Terre Haute, IN 47809 

Phone: (800) 622-3035 
Fax: (812) 237-8089 
Email: DB@indstate.edu 

TRANSITION RESOURCES 

As all students leave their formal school years, there 
are many challenges ahead: finding work, going to 
college or trade schools, learning to live 
independently, and participating fully in community 
activities. For students who have disabilities, this 
transition from school to adult life is even more 
difficult. That’s why it is so important that planning 
for transition begins early in a student’s life. There are 
numerous resources available to help students and 
their families begin the journey. 

The National Consortium on Deaf- 
Blindness DB-LINK Info Services 
(www.nationaldb.org) has many resources specific to 
Transition. Specific information on Transition can be 
accessed at http://nationaldb.org/ 
NCDBProducts.php?prodID=49 

The National Secondary Transition 
Technical Assistance Center (www.nsttac.org) 
provides numerous resources to assist students and 
their families. 

The Helen Keller National Center has a 
network of Regional Representatives that are prepared 
to provide consultation and technical assistance. The 
information about their Field Services  can be 
accessed at http://hknc.org/FieldServices 
REGREPADD.htm 

Other helpful resources that can assist students to be 
better prepared for the transition from school to adult 
life include the following: 

Chart Your Own Future: How Your 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
Can Help 
Provides information on how taking ownership of 
one’s IEP can help a student have control over making 
decisions and planning for future education, 
employment and housing. Includes resources to help 
students and families learn more about goal setting 

and getting involved in the IEP process.  The 
information can be accessed at http://www.pacer.org/ 
parent/php/PHP-c113.pdf 

My Future My Plan: A Transition Planning 
Resource for Life After High School 
Curriculum 
is designed to motivate and guide students with 
disabilities and their families as they begin early 
transition planning for life after high school. The 
information can be accessed at http://www.ncset.org/ 
publications/mfmp.asp 

Think College: Getting Started 
A checklist helps students with disabilities start the 
process of applying to college. The information can 
be accessed at http://www.thinkcollege.net/for- 
students/getting-started 

Tips for Teens: Use Your IEP Meetings to 
Learn How to Advocate for Yourself 
Information for teens on how to begin to express their 
needs and wants by participating in their 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) meetings. At 
these meetings, teens can learn ways to talk about 
their disability to others, set goals, build teamwork 
skills, ask for accommodation and practice other self- 
advocacy skills. This link opens a PDF document. 
http://www.pacer.org/parent/php/php-c149.pdf 

http://www.educ.ttu.edu/ 
africablog/ 

VIEW THE VIDEO BLOG OF 
AMERICAN TRAVELERS TO THE 

HELEN KELLER WORLD 
CONFERENCE IN UGANDA 


