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Objectives

1. Describe the purpose of developmentally    
appropriate learning media assessment  
(DALMA) for young children with visual  
impairments and multiple disabilities, how 
to complete such assessments, and how 
the results can be used to plan intervention. 
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Objectives

2. Identify and describe the formal and informal tool(s) and 
procedures that can be utilized to conduct and complete a 
DALMA.

3.  Recognize that the results of the clinical    
eye exam, FVA, and DALMA are the     
basis for developing a comprehensive 
intervention plan.  

4. Describe and summarize the results of the
the DALMA in a professional, family-
friendly report and how they can be used to plan intervention. .
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Functional Vision Assessment
FVA—the systematic 
observation and 
assessment of visual 
functioning in different 
routines and activity 
settings. Results of the 
FVA are used in combination with other 
information to identify priorities for facilitating 
development, learning, and optimal use of vision. 
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Factors Affecting the FVA
An FVA describes children’s visual
responses

• in familiar or unfamiliar settings,
• under varying levels of 

motivation and alertness, 
and

• in different environmental 
conditions.
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Three Purposes of the FVA

•Supplements the results of the clinical 
eye exam with descriptions of the 
child’s observable behaviors that may 
relate to vision 

•Identifies child’s range of visual 
function 

•Identifies priorities and strategies for 
intervention
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FVA Rationale

Although two children may have the 
same visual diagnosis, each may see 
and perform tasks, such as playing 
with toys and 
interacting with 
others, very 
differently.
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FVA Rationale

The FVA provides information that 
will assist in developing 
interventions and strategies, such 
as environmental adaptations and 
sensory motivators, that will 
enhance the child’s use of vision 
for early learning activities.
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FVA Systematic Process

• Review medical records
• Receive input from caregivers  

and other team members
• Make informal observations
• Assess visual abilities 
• Write an FVA report
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The Caregiver’s Role in FVA

•Observes child at times when the TVI is       
not present

•Completes caregiver checklist to provide 
the TVI with information about the best 
times of the day to conduct the FVA

• Shares information to help the TVI plan 
the assessment and to address family’s   
specific priorities, needs, and concerns
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Natural Observation

The TVI, caregivers, and other team 
members observe whether the child has 
unusual or abnormal visual behaviors 
and how the child approaches tasks and 
explores the environment. The TVI should 
observe children during routines such as

meal time    watching TV      dressing
play groups    community outings
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Informal Tools and Procedures

Informal assessment ideally occurs 
within the child’s daily routines in the 
natural learning environment, such as 
observing the child 
•playing with toys,
•sharing a storybook,
•eating lunch, or 
•interacting with siblings and caregivers.
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Informal Tools

Examples of 
informal tools 
include books, 
familiar and 
motivating toys, 
eating utensils, 
clothing, and pets.
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Environmental Considerations

Environmental variables may affect a 
child’s visual functioning. Note these 
conditions in natural learning 
environments during near, intermediate, 
and distance FVA activities.

color               space
contrast          distance
lighting            time
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Space and Distance
Space is the three-dimensional field in which 
individuals function in everyday life.  
Distance is the amount of space between 
the child and an object or activity.

Space and distance considerations:
• child’s physical position
• physical arrangement of environment
• presentation of activities and objects at  

the child’s eye level
• visual landmarks within the environment

Erin et al., 2002; Topor & Erin, 2000; Webster, 2001 
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Time

Children with visual impairments 
and multiple disabilities need 
more time to 

• detect, 
• recognize, and
• act upon an object or person            

in their environment. 
Brennan, Peck, & Lolli, 1992
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Developmentally Appropriate 
Learning Media Assessment

The DALMA is a systematic way of 
collecting information about

• sensory preferences,
• learning environments, and
• intervention materials and methods
because visual impairments affect      
how children learn about their world.

4LLVisual Conditions

Early Intervention Training Center for 
Infants and Toddlers With Visual Impairments
FPG Child Development Institute
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
June 1, 2004



Developmentally Appropriate 
Learning Media Assessment

•Used with FVA to describe sensory abilities
• Identifies sensory preferences, allowing 

caregivers and TVIs to
§ understand how to present sensory information to 

the child, 
§ understand how to calm or alert the child, and/or
§ identify adaptations and intervention strategies to 

promote effective use of senses.

4MMVisual Conditions

Early Intervention Training Center for 
Infants and Toddlers With Visual Impairments
FPG Child Development Institute
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
June 1, 2004



Developmentally Appropriate Learning 
Media Assessment Tools

•The Individual Sensory Learning Profile 
Interview, or ISLPI (Anthony, 2003a), asks 
caregivers questions about how a child 
with VI uses sensory information during 
activities and routines.

•The Observational Assessment of 
Sensory Preferences, or OASP (Anthony, 
2003b), assists in direct observations of 
the child’s sensory behaviors within 
natural environments.
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ISLPI
The ISLPI develops a description of how the 
child appears to access sensory information 
under specific circumstances and conditions. 
It documents

• response to visual stimuli;
• latency of visual response;
• preferences for types of auditory,   

vestibular, and kinesthetic stimuli; and 
• positioning preferences that support  

overall sensory responsiveness.
Anthony, 2003a
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OASP
•Gathers information about sensory behaviors
•Notes sensory preferences based on the child’s 

responses, level of alertness, and calming 
activities

•Compares sensory 
use in structured and 
unstructured situations

•Notes toy, activity, and motivational preferences
Anthony, 2003b
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Let’s Practice

• Activity F: Sensory Preference Data Collection—Video 
Activity

• Activity G: Developmentally Appropriate Learning Media 
Assessment —Jasmine

• Look at Handout K: Individual Sensory Learning 
Profile Interview

• Look at Handout L: Observational Assessment of 
Sensory Preferences

• Handout O: FVA/DALMA Example Report

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U4V-IvceytlaWGlQLDPgbzye1-149_nH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LMGjUAU7_a2PiowkL2quH6x7EM8L2cZK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R2tjAXgHUWPKOANLrE83Khk9SdmMd6wc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/194K_0dAGBRi7JEHpk9-rjghn1HEpJ0kz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QloI44AB7VSLIvLr-uNV_3kEKKKP0vct/view?usp=sharing


Recommendations
Assessment results and caregivers’ priorities 
and concerns are the basis for intervention 
planning and implementation, including
• referrals for other evaluations;
• adaptations to a child’s environment (e.g., 

increase lighting, reduce visual clutter); and
• intervention strategies to enhance sensory  

functioning, development, and learning (e.g., 
allow time for child to respond, choose 
toys with high contrast, keep toys in close 
proximity to child).
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FVA/DALMA Report

When writing the FVA and DALMA report, 
the TVI should 
•accent the positive aspects of the 

child’s sensory functioning and 
•focus on skills that foster the 

enhancement of visual function or 
encourage optimal use of functional 
vision within daily routines and 
natural learning opportunities.
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Narrative Description of Child’s 
Sensory Abilities

The FVA/DALMA report should include 
descriptions of the child’s visual and sensory 
abilities including:

•attributes of objects, people, and events 
that are attended to, including size, shape, 
color, distance, contrast, movement, etc., 
and

•characteristics of the environments in 
which child was observed—lighting, noise, 
activity, positioning, etc.
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Narrative Description of Child’s 
Sensory Abilities

The FVA/DALMA report should include 
descriptions of the child’s visual and sensory 
abilities including

•working distance from toys, TV, books, etc.;
•visual fields;
• lighting preferences;
•optimal positioning for sensory use; and
•participation in daily activities.
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Assessment Summary

Although the clinical eye exam will determine  
the diagnosis, prognosis, and visual acuity, 
the child’s visual acuity may not reflect how 
the child actually uses vision. The question 
of how the child uses vision in daily activities
can be answered by performing a functional 
vision assessment. The results of the 
developmentally appropriate learning media 
assessment describe the child’s use of other 
senses and identify sensory preferences.

4WWVisual Conditions

Early Intervention Training Center for 
Infants and Toddlers With Visual Impairments
FPG Child Development Institute
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
June 1, 2004



Resources

https://www.tsbvi.edu/technology/534-hatton-
functional-vision/5669-session-1-foundations-
of-developmentally-appropriate-orientation-
and-mobility-introduction-and-objectives

http://www.tsbvi.edu/attachments/BrailleReadiness
Grid.pdf

4WW
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THANK YOU! 

Olaya Landa-Vialard, Ph.D. 
olaya@vialard.net
Twitter: @olayaLV
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