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Experience Books use real objects, words and braille that can be 
made into books to tell a story about an event or routine in your 
child’s life. Creating a book WITH your son or daughter’s own 
experiences is a powerful way to help support vocabulary building 
and communication and to help him/her connect with others. The 
stories are built around events that are meaningful to your child like 
going for a walk in the park, going to a birthday party, visiting 
Grandma, or even a routine like bath time. Watch some short videos 
that describe the value of experience books and that show you 
some examples.  https://deafblindprogram.wa.gov/experience-
books/  (Scroll down the page to see the video examples.) 
  
Then, browse the Pathway to Literacy website to read some 
practical tips that will help you create an experience book with your 
son or daughter - https://www.pathstoliteracy.org/experience-books/. 
After watching the videos and looking at some of the instructions for 
creating an Experience Book, consider the following:  
 

• Choose some possible topics for an experience book for 
your son or daughter. Remember the book should reflect 
meaningful things she/he has experienced.  
 

• Can you see how you and your child can build a library of 
books? Stories can be shared year after year with others, 
helping with cognitive, social and emotional development. 

 

• Begin your library of books by creating two to three  
 stories with your son or daughter. Keep each book  
 simple and meaningful by focusing on one event or   
 experience per book. Remember to use short,  
 concrete language on each page paired with a  
 tactile object or texture from the event (a leaf from  
 the park, a small piece of towel from bath time, a  
 party favor from a birthday party). 
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