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- Social skills do not begin with “playing nicely” or “sharing toys.
Babies and toddlers first learn social skills by using hearing and
vision while being together with people. Smiles, cuddles, games, and
taking turns all help children learn how to connect with others. For
children who have vision and hearing loss, they may miss facial
expressions, voices across the room, gestures, or quick social
moments. For your child to learn social skills, they may need to have
planned opportunities using touch, movement and routines.
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Soclal Turn-taking is one of the earliest social skills to learn. “Before
children use words or signs, they learn that communication is a back-
and-forth experience: | do something...you respond...then | respond
] again.” Lots of activities include turn-taking: peek-a-boo, rolling a
8 ball, stacking blocks, and other simple games. Watch “Be a Good
l s. Playmate” to see a young child taking turns -

https://library.tsbvi.edu/Play/89. Also, watch some turn-taking play
strategies at https://library.tsbvi.edu/Play/88. Then meet Aaron and

watch a picture library of his rich social life, filled with turn-taking and
e oy 0 chances for connecting

https://youtu.be/PnUGWI7K4x0?si=6SkPnLw24EpDPicQ.

c 1—' After watching the videos, consider:
onnec '“g ¢ How can your child’s favorite toys be used to play turn-taking
i games?
.\ What daily routines (dressing, eating, bathing) use turn- /
From: ‘ taking? A
OHOA Module 17 - Peer and Social ] ; As you watched the pictures of Aaron, think about how
Relationships ay @ N many of his activities were opportunities for turn-taking

www.nationaldb.org and being together with others.
_ _ : ’ B Remember, your child is capable of social interaction -
Uisaze DIl (=efEs Hisew RS - social skills grow early through repeated and enjoyable

https://txdeafblindproject.org/comm
unication/video-tutorials/

moments with family and friends.
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